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"and a couple of nephews who are very seldom
here. One of them is in the Civil Service, I think,
and the other out in New York* Miss Grassleyes
has cabled them but of course they would not be
able to get here for a week or so."
There were no servants in the room at that mo-
ment. Grisson, Commissioner of Grasse, after a
glance round came a little closer to Spenser.
"I am sorry it was not possible for me to be here
this afternoon," he said. **I understand, of course,
that the formal examination is to take place later,
but cannot you tell me the nature of the doctors*
report?"
"I think, perhaps," Spenser answered with a
slight frown, "that it would be best to leave such
matters alone for the moment."
Tortoni, the Sub-Commissioner of Nice, nodded
approvingly.
"I regret very much that I could not get here in
time to listen to my friend Suresne's informal ex-
amination of the residents here," he said. "How-
ever, we shall go into all that later On."
"I think myself," Spenser remarked quietly,
"that some of our friends in the medical profes-
sion are inclined to be sensationalists. But it is
scarcely a subject for us to discuss, especially in
their absence. We shall all hear what they have to
say later on."
Martin came into the room and there was silence
while he announced the service of dinner. Po-
stralli held open the door and they passed into the
salle-a-manger, another room on the same side of